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Bits of History — A Message from an Oregon Engineer
Kenji Yamasaki, P.E.
Beaverton, Oregon

It is a privilege to write this message to my fellow engineers who are members of JSPE!
I understand that JSPE has close ties with PEO (Professional Engineers of Oregon) and
OSBEELS (Oregon State Board of Examiners for Engineering and Land Surveying). I am
delighted to hear that many of you are Oregon Professional Engineers who are
registered to practice here.

I have worked as a geotechnical engineer for the past 20 years, primarily
working on projects in Oregon. Most of my work is related to landslides, dams, and
bridges. Photographs here show two of the projects that I worked on. Photo 1 shows
overwater drilling from a barge on a dam reservoir for a fish passage project. Photo 2
shows construction of shear piles (reinforced concrete drilled shafts) to mitigate a
landslide in the town of Depoe Bay on the Oregon coast. Some dock facilities in Depoe
Bay were damaged last year from the tsunami that was generated by the M9.0 Tohoku
earthquake of March 2011.

Besides from many of JSPE members being Oregon registered engineers, 1
i counted about 80 businesses  and
organizations that are members of the
Portland Shokookai. These businesses and
organizations are both Japanese and U.S.
entities. Sapporo is a sister city of Portland,
and Gotemba is a sister city of Beaverton.
There must be many similar sister city

relationships. So, as you can see, there is

= . w8\ currently a close relationship between Oregon
Photo 1. Overwater Drilling Behind a Concrete Arch Dam and Japan. In this article, I thought I would

touch on some bits of history that some of you in Japan may not be aware of. Below is
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a random collection of history related to Oregon and Japan.

On January 26, 1700, an estimated M9 megathrust earthquake occurred on the
Cascadia Subduction Zone somewhere off the coast of present-day Oregon and
Washington, sending tsunami waves across the Pacific Ocean to Japan. Records in Japan
indicate that damages were caused by this “orphan tsunami,” referred to as such
because it did not accompany an earthquake. Brian Atwater and others (2005) discuss
this earthquake in their book, “The Orphan Tsunami of 1700—Japanese Clues to a
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Parent Earthquake in North America,” USGS Professional Paper 1707.

Japanese immigrants began arriving in Oregon in the 1880’s and 1890’s. Many
of them began working as agricultural | | '
laborers. Among those arriving was Yosuke "
Matsuoka, who came to Portland in 1893 and
graduated from the University of Oregon in
1900. He returned to Japan and went on to
become a diplomat. He is famous for the
speech he gave before the League of Nations
in Geneva in 1933 declaring Japan’s
withdrawal from the organization, after
which he defiantly walked out from the floor.
He reportedly stopped in Portland on his way
back to Japan from Geneva, and was
welcomed. He went on to become the foreign
minister but was arrested after WWII as a
Class A War Criminal. He died during the
Tokyo Trial due to illness.
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Photo 2. Shear Pile Remediation of a Landshde
After the December 1941 attack on on the Oregon Coast

Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt issued

Executive Order 9066 and interned all persons of Japanese ancestry on the west coast,
including those in Oregon, at camps built in desert areas in several western states. Many
young Japanese-Americans volunteered and joined the military. The courageous
sacrifices and achievements of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat
Team, and Military Intelligence Service during WWII were recognized by the
Congressional Gold Medal in October 2011.

A Japanese submarine surfaced off the coast of Oregon west of Astoria, and
fired its gun at Fort Stevens in June 1942. This attack took place shortly after the April
1942 Doolittle Raid on Japan.

A Japanese float plane bomber, launched from a submarine off the coast of
Oregon in September 1942, dropped bombs near Brookings. This is noted as the only
Japanese airplane bombing on the continental United States during WWII. I learned
about the bombing when I was working on a landslide project near Brookings in 1996.
The Japanese pilot who dropped the bombs survived the war and made several visits
to Brookings after the war. He dedicated the Japanese sword of his family to the City of
Brookings to show his respects. The sword is displayed in the City Library.

One of the balloon bombs launched from Japan during WWII landed in southern
Oregon near the town of Bly. A woman and five children who were on a picnic in May



1945 approached it not knowing that it was a [ .sevens
bomb. They were killed when the bomb exploded. {:‘P;\ . __,__XJJJ——”'_\
Anyone who is old enough to remember the Beevertorrs| ake Gswago /
1964 Tokyo Olympic Games must recall the feat of Dmf“ oaem /
an American swimmer Don Schollander who won }I e kﬁ
four gold medals. He had attended Lake Oswego OREGON \
High School, near Portland, and currently lives in f |
Lake Oswego. His gold medals are reportedly Lﬁk_g =R |

displayed at a local bank. Map of Oregon State

As I write this article, I hear news reports of tsunami debris from the
March 2011 Japan earthquake arriving on the Oregon coast as Oregon
braces for the next megathrust earthquake on the Cascadia Subduction
Zone. We engineers are called upon to play a part in ensuring that the
= damage would be manageable when it happens. Engineering is

important; at the same time, let’s not forget history. Kenji Yamasaki is
a geotechnical engineer with Cornforth Consultants/Landslide
Technology in Portland, Oregon. He has degrees from Univ. of Alaska Fairbanks and
Univ. of California at Berkeley. He is a registered professional engineer in the states of
Oregon and Washington. He can be reached at: kyamasaki@cornforthconsultants.com.
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