R Ethics

Question: I have a question about the
requirement in Illinois for a corporation to
designate a "managing agent" for each
licensure category of engineering in order
for the corporation to be licensed in that
category.

The requirement applies to professional
engineering and structural engineering,
as well as architecture and surveying. My
question regards structural engineering
but could also be applied to professional
engineering.

I have been looking for some definitive
information about the responsibilities of
the managing agent. A managing agent
often is not the structural engineer who
does the structural engineering work, and
is therefore not the engineer who seals
the document. But the Illinois law
specifically requires that a corporation
have a "managing agent in charge of
structural engineering activities." I don't
see any discussion of that person's
responsibilities, and I have not found any
case law that addresses the question. Do
you have any information on this subject?
(Illinois)

Answer: To my knowledge, most states
do not use the term "managing agent" in
their
Instead, the laws generally refer to the

professional engineering laws.

"professional engineer in responsible
charge of the professional engineering

services" or some similar language.
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I think the two terms basically are
intended to mean the same thing.

The registration application for Illinois
professional design firms lays out what is
required for firms to register in the state.
It requires information about partners,
directors, members of partnerships,
corporations, and sole proprietorships and
so on, as well as information about the
managing agent or agents. The agent or
agents must be full-time employees of the
partnership,  corporation, or sole
proprietorship and in responsible charge
of the professional engineering activities
in the state of Illinois.

Part of the requirement's intent is to
individual

designate an as being in

responsible charge of professional
engineering in the firm, separate and
apart from the signing and sealing of the
work. For example, there may be
professional engineering documents or
services provided by the firm that are not
sealed but constitute the practice of
engineering. The Illinois requirement may
be intended to address that type of issue.
Also, some firms have interpreted the
Illinois provision to require that the
managing agent make sure that the
company's work is done in compliance
with the Illinois PE Act, that company
procedures establish that only licensed
people are doing the work, that the work
is checked adequately, and that the
design engineer places his seal on his
work.
Other

provision to include seeing that the firm's

firms have interpreted the

FIINSD2DODOAEEF. BEANICERIUCEZR
KKI2EZ2BRILTVBRERVET,

AU )N DEEET A OEIREBUIAHEFEC
(F. EORENMNCEERT I DN ETHD
PRENTVET . ZNE—ABWITIERDE
BT-212 MNMCET2IEIEIROARC, N—hF—.
BUfB1&. )\—NF—vT DX -, 1R, BAS
EFZREBLLTVEY, BIEI-J12ME N
—N—3vT St FeE BASEFOIILS
A LADREEE TRUINERST 1))/ MNDOFTD
TOJ1varI IS =7 OiEENCEE %
TUOREFNERDFR A,

MEDHDEBD L. EFB LOEBRLS —ILEER!
(CRIZUTREATIOIIYS AT ST
JOEFEZIEEIZEAZIBEIT D ELZERUT
WET, BIZE 2ORENSIRMEEINIZEFINR
FATSCEPRY —EAN, EMNAEERENTUVRTE.
ISP DETE. BREIFDIGENHNE
9o AUJAINDIRE L. COFA TORIEICTL T
BEZBRELTVBRENZBTULD,

Fle. WODDOTRER. /UMD E, &
HI-I1> bOEINEEROEZEDN ) )N D
PESAICRIDTATON S CEZMERE(CTHIETHD.
EENEREFIO NS NERSZITL. 20
EHL BECTFIVIEN, sRETE R BBOMHL
B EITIEVSFIRZED LIFBEWSTERE
ERERRL TWVET

MBOEZEE AV INDOIRTE. TSRO
Ay INELREIERERZ T, ZOEREE @URY
JhoI 7RV 25U EENIZEC T,
FIENRFESNTONTVSEZER(CTDILZ
REIEDIELERIRLTVE T,



engineering staff gets appropriate training
and that the company has the appropriate
software and equipment and monitoring
activities to make sure the procedures are
understood and followed.
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