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21th Engineers Salon

Date: September 28th 2005 Place: JSPE Akasaka Office Time : PM7:00 to PM9:30

Attendance: 13 members

First Session Title : If oil is exhausted

As the theme was familiar, many PEs and FE s attended the salon to discuss freely..

An attendant showed a data of Japanese Government’s Agency for Natural Resource and Energy, that say the world oil will run out within 39.9 years, natural gas
61.0 years, coal 227years and uranium 64.2years. He also introduced the concept of Hubbert Peak, which anticipates the year of oil production peak comes
earlier, probably at around 2004 or 2010 at the latest.



Counter measures against oil production declination were presented. Those were, for example

- Development and utilization of unused fossil energies, such as clean coal, methane hydrate, GTL,

- Development and utilization of renewable energies, such as photovoltaics, wind power, biomass

- Promotion of utilization of nuclear power, including hydrogen, ethanol and biofuel production

- Development and utilization of raw materials other than petroleum

- Development and utilization of high energy efficiency technologies

Another attendant introduced a paper, which suggests that one of the most prospective options for the future will be nuclear power. The paper anticipates that it
takes some 1000 year before uranium reserves run out and that the amount of nuclear wastes will decline to a great degree, if combined systems of nuclear
fuel-cycle and fast breeding reactors (FBRs) are implemented throughout the world.

One other attendant introduced a recent IAEA report summarizing latest scientific reviews of Chelnobyl nuclear power plant disaster that occurred in 1986 in
Ukraine.

Second Session : Free talks

An attendant who has long been engaged in natural gas technologies enchanted other participants by introducing current technical information on GTL, tar sand
(that is, synthetic crude oil), methane hydrate and so forth.

Alcohol beverages made the talks smooth and active.
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